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Newport Gulls 2011 Season in Review 
 

NEWPORT, R.I. ð The Newport Gulls started a new decade of baseball in the City by the Sea in 2011 and 

with it came another fantastic season with incredible players, invaluable volunteers, and loyal fan support at 

Cardines Field and throughout the community. 

 

The Gulls posted a 29-13 recordðthe best in the NECBLðand won their eighth regular-season division 

championship by finishing seven games ahead of the North Shore Navigators in the Eastern Division. Even 

more impressively, Newport won the final 12 games of the regular season, setting a new franchise record. 

 

Despite a first-round playoff sweep by eventual the Eastern Division champions, the Laconia Muskrats, the 

Gulls were among the best teams in the NECBL in both offense and pitching while a number of players earned 

recognition throughout the season. 

 

Gulls Get Offensive 

 

Newport was among the league leaders in a number of offensive categories. The Gulls led the entire league in 

doubles (74) while topping the Eastern Division in average (.278), on-base percentage (.350), slugging 

percentage (.412), OPS (.762), runs scored (209), hits (402), home runs (35), RBI (186), and total bases (597). 

 

The teamôs leading slugger, Tim Kiene (Maryland; 

South Windsor, Conn.), hit in the middle of 

Newportôs lineup all season long. He led the Gulls in 

homers (nine) and RBI (30) while placing third in 

slugging (.571) and fourth in average (.325) and on-

base percentage (.387). His nine bombs were second-

best in the NECBL while his 30 RBI were fifth-most. 

He also placed in the top 10 in average and slugging. 

 

Conrad Gregor (Vanderbilt; Carmel, Ind.) made the 

most of his time in Newport after being one of the last 

arrivals following a stellar freshman season in which 

he helped lead the Commodores to their first College 

World Series. In Gregorôs first game with the Gulls, he launched two homers on the Fourth of July in a win over 

Sanford. He finished the year with a .330 average with seven homers and 24 RBI while leading the team with a 

.648 on-base percentage and a .432 on-base percentage. Gregorôs two grand slams also tied an NECBL record. 

 



 

 

 

Over the last few weeks of the season, Rand Ravnaas (Georgetown; Fort Worth, Texas) emerged as one of the 

hottest hitters in the league. He finished the year leading the team with a .342 average, which was fifth-best in 

the NECBL, and a .595 slugging percentage, which was third-best in the league. Ravnaas also led the NECBL 

with five triples and his four homers were tied for third-most on the team. 

 

The only Gull who returned from the 

2010 squad, Kyle Johnson (Washington 

State; Coeur DôAlene, Idaho) was 

spectacular atop Newportôs lineup. He 

was second on the team with a .331 

average, which ranked him seventh in 

the league, and his 13 stolen bases were 

10 more than anyone else on the team, 

placing him among the top 10 in the 

NECBL. Johnson also led the Gulls with 

46 hits, which was seventh-most in the 

league, and hit two homers in Game 2 of 

the NECBL Eastern Division Semifinals. 

 

Matt Foat (Southern California; Rescue, Calif.) occupied the third spot in the Gullsô order for most of the 

season. He was one of five players on the team to hit above .300 with a .308 average while his 11 doubles were 

most on the team and tied for fourth-most in the league. Foat was second on the squad with 44 hits and a .399 

on-base percentage while his 22 RBI and four homers were third-most among Newport hitters. 

 

Perhaps the most clutch player on the team was Robby Ort (Indiana State; Newburgh, Ind.), who had a walk-off 

single July 3 against Old Orchard Beach and hit a game-tying, two-run homer in the top of the ninth in Game 2 

of the NECBL Eastern Division Semifinals. Ort finished the year with a .283 average and 32 hits in 31 games 

played. He also hit a pair of homers and drove in 12 runs. 

 

Other key contributors in the lineup included Jeff Melillo (Rutgers; Annandale, N.J.), Jack Reinheimer (East 

Carolina; Charlotte, N.C.), Tom Richards (Washington State; Bend, Ore.), Eric Johnson (UC Davis; Los Altos, 

Calif.), Conor Keniry (Wake Forest; Orange, Conn.), and Riley Reynolds (Vanderbilt; Leeôs Summit, Mo.). 

 

Throwing Everything but the Kitchen Sink 

 

The Gulls pitching staff was the best in the NECBL throughout the season, finishing with a league-best 2.59 

ERAðnearly a half-run lower than any other team. Newport pitchers allowed the lowest slugging percentage 

(.317) in the league while their 1.23 WHIP and .235 average against were both second-best in the NECBL. The 

staff also tied for the league lead in saves (14) and was tied for the second-fewest walks (125) while placing 

second in the Eastern Division in strikeouts (307) and hits allowed (334). 

 



 

 

 

Jacob Lee (Arkansas State; Jonesboro, Ark.) led the NECBL with a 0.66 ERA, which also set a new franchise 

record, breaking the previous mark of 0.82 held by Tony Bucciferro. He allowed just three earned runs in 40 2/3 

innings while registering a WHIP of 0.98. Lee also struck out a team-best 39, which was tied for eighth-most in 

the league. He posted a 4-0 record, which tied for the best ledger on the squad, and opponents hit just 1.99 

against him, which was best among the teamôs starters. 

 

If Lee was Newportôs ace, its No. 2 option wasnôt far behind in 

Brandon Sinnery (Michigan; Franklin, Mass.). Sinnery was second 

in the NECBL with a 1.00 ERA and led the Gulls with 45 innings 

pitched. His 34 strikeouts were third-most on the team while his six 

walks were fewest among the teamôs starting pitchers. Sinnery 

racked up a 3-1 record and posted a team-leading 0.91 WHIP. 

 

Jon Prosinski (Seton Hall; Skillman, N.J.) was Newportôs hottest 

pitcher over the first month of the season, becoming the first pitcher 

in the NECBL to reach four wins. He finished the season with a 4-0 

record with a 2.16 ERA, a 1.12 WHIP, and a .231 average against. 

Prosinskiôs finest performance of the season came June 26 at North 

Adams when he took a perfect game into the seventh inning of an 

eventual 1-0 win. 

 

Tanner Poppe (Kansas; Girard, Kan.) made six starts for the Gulls, 

which was second-most on the team. His four wins were tied for the 

team lead while his 36 strikeouts were second-most on the squad. 

Poppe also logged 39 2/3 innings for Newport, which were third-

most on the team. 

 

Newportôs bullpen was also among the finest in the league in large 

part due to closer Michael Dimock (Wake Forest; Greensboro, 

N.C.). Dimock compiled a 3-1 record with a team-leading eight saves, which were tied for third-most in the 

league. His three wins, 0.47 ERA, and one earned run allowed were the best of any closer with at least six saves 

during the season. Dimock also struck out 23 and allowed just 17 hits in 19 1/3 innings. 

 

Eddie Campbell (Virginia Tech; Bridgewater, Mass.), Dan Zlotnick (Marist; Katonah, N.Y.), and Joseph 

Hughes (East Carolina; Madison, N.C.) were also key components of the bullpen which combined for a league-

leading 14 saves. 

 

A number of other players spent time in both the bullpen and the rotation to help fill holes for the Gulls. Bobby 

Wheatley (Southern California; Villa Park, Calif.), Daniel Wright (Arkansas State; Bartlett, Tenn.), and Ryan 

Strufing (Long Beach State; Niwot, Colo.) pitched well in both relief and starting roles throughout the season. 

 



 

 

 

Call it the Gull -Star Game 

 

An league-high eight Newport Gulls were selected to the NECBL All-Star Game on July 27 at Fraser Field in 

Lynn, Mass. Four of the playersðKiene, Reinheimer, Richards, and Kyle Johnsonðwere starters on the 

Eastern Division squad which defeated the West, 3-1. 

 

Reinheimer earned All-Star MVP honors with splendid 

performances both at-bat and at shortstop. He doubled and 

scored in the Eastôs crucial, two-run third inning while also 

making four assists and starting an inning-ending double 

play in the field. Reinheimer became the second player in 

franchise history to earn the All-Star MVP award after 

Mike Melillo in 2008. 

 

Johnson was the Eastôs leadoff hitter and starting center 

fielder. He notched a hit, a run, and an RBI in the game 

while Kiene, the starting first baseman, also added a hit 

and Richards, the starting third baseman, drew a walk. 

 

Foat, Ort, Dimock, and Prosinski also earned all-star 

honors while Newport manager Mike Coombs led the 

Eastern Division All-Stars to victory in his third 

appearance in the NECBL All-Star Game. Coombs 

improved his record to 2-1 in the midseason exhibition 

after also leading the Southern Division All-Stars to a win 

in 2008. It was the Eastôs second-straight win after a 10-0 

victory at Cardines Field in 2010. 

 

Awards, Awards, Awards 

 

Four Gulls were honored at the end of the season in the NECBL Year-End Awards. Kiene, Lee, Gregor, and 

Dimock all earned recognition by the league office for their outstanding play throughout the summer. 

 

Kiene was named the first baseman on the All-NECBL First Team, completing an incredible season for the 

freshman from Maryland. He was the first Gulls first baseman to be named to the First team since Troy Scott in 

2009. 

 

Lee earned the nod as one of three starting pitchers on the All -NECBL First Team. The leagueôs ERA leader 

and new Gulls franchise record holder became the third Newport starter to be named to the First Team in the 

last two years after Bucciferro and Mark Appel earned the honors in 2010. 

 



 

 

 

Despite being on the team for only about a month, Gregorôs impressive hitting ability earned him a spot in the 

outfield of the All-NECBL Second Team. His selection marked the second year in a row that a Newport 

outfielder was named to the Second Team after Kyle Johnson got the nod a season ago. 

 

Dimock wasnôt only the closer on the All-NECBL Second Team, but he also earned the NECBL Top Relief 

Pitcher award. Dimock was the fourth Newport closer in as many years to earn postseason honors after Seth 

Simmons (2010 Second Team), Matt Branahan (2009 Second Team), and Dan Mahoney (2008 First Team). 

 

Inside the Team 
 

The 2011 edition of the Newport Gulls was one of the most exciting assortments of players in team history and 

a group who truly relished the opportunity to play in the City by the Sea. From the stuffed penguins Dimock, 

Foat, and Ort acquired in Old Orchard Beach to Zlotnickôs superstitious jungle cat T-shirt to the intense games 

of two-ball and fungo golf, the Gulls collectively had an incredible team personality. 

 

ñWe had a great group of guys this year,ò Ort 

said. ñWe all got along really well and it made 

the experience great.ò 

 

Newportôs fans embraced this team as usual as 

the Gulls drew over 43,000 fans to Cardines 

Field and averaged over 2,100 per game. Both 

of those figures were second in the league to 

the Holyoke Blue Sox but first by a wide 

margin over other Eastern Division teams. 

 

ñNewport was great,ò Ort said. ñEveryone 

welcomed us in and treated us outstanding. 

The weather was amazing compared to being 

in Indiana and being by the ocean was really 

nice.ò 

 

The Gulls also hosted their annual summer camps, reading programs, and community activities all summer. 

 

Nothing Happens Without Volunteers 

 

There would be no Newport Gulls without the support of the dozens and dozens of volunteers and interns that 

make everything work like a well-oiled machine. From the grounds crew to the souvenir workers, the 

concessions group to the gate volunteers, the host families to the security staff, and the interns and office staff, 

every volunteer makes a difference and helps to put on the best family entertainment of the summer. 

 



 

 

 

ñEveryone within the organization is there for the players and will do whatever it takes to make sure the players 

are comfortable and give them everything they need to succeed on the field,ò Ort said. 

 

All of the organizationôs volunteers were recognized on Volunteer Appreciation Night on July 31 by general 

manager Chuck Paiva and the teamôs Board of Directors, who showed their gratitude with team photos and 

other mementos. 

 

The team was run on a daily basis by assistant general manager Sam Glynn and the staff of interns, who 

organized pregame festivities, between-inning games, and other community projects. In addition, the Gulls 

staged the leagueôs top broadcast production of every home game, which streamed live video and audio online. 

Play-by-play broadcaster George Bissell accompanied the team on road trips to bring everyone the action. 

 

ñBring around the players and coaches on a daily basis was a great experience,ò Bissell said. ñWatching the 

players improve and come together as a team as the season progressed was great to see. Also being able to see 

all of the different ballparks in the league and work with the other very talented broadcasters in the league very 

night made it a memorable experience. The Gulls presented me with a great opportunity this summer and I hope 

it leads to something bigger and better in the future.ò 

 

Thanks for the Support  

 

The Newport Gulls extend their sincere thanks to the fans, volunteers, sponsors, and media for another 

outstanding season of summer collegiate baseball in the City by the Sea. Without this support, the level of 

family entertainment the Gulls organization loves to provide wouldnôt be possible. 

 

Though this season is over, the 

organization is already looking 

forward to hosting its 12
th
 

season of Newport Gulls 

baseball starting next June at 

Cardines Field. 

 

To stay updated on the Gulls, 

visit the teamôs website at 

newportgulls.com. The team 

can also be followed on 

Facebook and Twitter for year-

round updates. 

 

Thanks again for the support, 

and see you in 2012! 


