
 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Contact: USA BASEBALL; David Perkins @ 919-474-8721 x 215  
NEWPORT GULLS; Shane Donaldson @ 508-509-7299  

May 25, 2007 
 

USA BASEBALL’S “ROAD TO RIO TOUR” COMING TO NEWPORT ON FRIDAY, JUNE 24TH 
 

NEWPORT, RI– USA Baseball and the Newport Gulls announced today that the 2007 USA Baseball National Team 
(35-man Trials squad) and Newport Gulls of the New England Collegiate Baseball League (NECBL) will play on USA 
Baseball’s “Road to Rio Tour” at historic Cardines Field in Newport, R.I. on June 24, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. EDT.   
 
Tickets for the game are on sale now through the Gulls ticket office or online at www.newportgulls.com. For more 
information, please call (401) 849-4982.  The game will be part of USA Baseball’s Road to Rio Tour that includes games 
against 5 NECBL Teams and international opponents including Japan and the Netherlands.  
 
“USA Baseball has developed a tradition of beginning its summer schedule in the New England Collegiate Baseball 
League and we could not be happier to continue that in 2007 with this game against the Gulls,” said Eric Campbell, USA 
Baseball’s General Manager, National Teams. “We are very excited to bring this night of international baseball action to 
Newport as Team USA prepares for the Pan Am Games.”   
 
The USA Baseball National Team consists of the top collegiate baseball players in the country.  Each summer the team 
plays in a schedule of exhibition games across America and overseas.  Following the games in the NECBL, the 2007 
squad will represent the United States at the 2007 Pan American Games July 14-19 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
 
The USA Baseball National Team will wrap-up the 2007 season in Rotterdam (The Netherlands) at The World Port 
Tournament. 
 
Players who have worn the Red, White, and Blue for USA Baseball and have gone on to Major League Baseball success 
include such notables as Nomar Garciaparra (1992), Todd Helton (1993), and Mark Teixeira (2000), Jason Varitek (1996) 
and rising stars including 2006 National League Rookie of the Year Ryan Howard (2000), and 2005 American League 
Rookie of the Year Huston Street (2002 & 2003). 
 
Team USA and the Newport Gulls have maintained a close relationship over the years. University of Maryland Head 
Coach Terry Rupp coached the 2002 national team, and then managed the Gulls the following year. 2007 Team USA 
Head Coach Mike Weathers has current Gull Adam Wilk on his roster at Long Beach State University. Current Major 
League players Huston Street (Oakland Athletics) and Dustin Pedroia (Boston Red Sox) have attended summer camps for 
the Gulls as members of Team USA.  
 
“Our annual exhibition game against TEAM USA has always been one of the highlights of our summer,” Gulls General Manager 
Chuck Paiva said. “It is great to see the overall talent of this team on an annual basis as many of them make it to the Major Leagues in 
a short period of time. Newport has become one of their favorite places to play during their summer tour. Team USA changes their 
coaching staff every year so we get exposure to many of college baseball's top programs.” 
 



USA Baseball is the National Governing Body of amateur baseball in the United States and a member of 
the United States Olympic Committee (USOC). The organization selects and trains the United States 
World Baseball Classic Team (Major League Baseball players) USA Baseball Olympic Team (Minor 
League Baseball players), the USA Baseball National Team (Collegiate), the USA Baseball Junior 
National Team (18-under), the USA Baseball Youth National Team (16-under), the USA Baseball 14U 
National Team and the USA Baseball Women’s National Team which participate in various international 
competitions each year. 
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